
Square Leg 
Umpiring



It is important to remember that 

even though you may be a player, 

when square leg umpiring YOU 

MUST REMAIN IMPARTIAL.

When square leg umpiring you are a part of the 

umpiring team.

YO U  M AY  N OT C O A C H  YO U R  T E A M  W H I L S T  

S Q UA R E  L E G  U M P I R I N G .



Duties

A S  A  S Q UA R E  L E G  U M P I R E YO U  H AV E  A  

N U M B E R  O F  D U T I E S .  T H E S E  A R E  A S  

I M P O R TA N T  A S  T H E  M A I N  U M P I R E  A N D  

YO U  W I L L  N E E D  TO  S TAY  F O C U S E D  

W H I L S T  S Q UA R E  L E G  U M P I R I N G .

These duties include:

• Counting the balls bowled each over

• Watch for short runs on your end

• Make decisions on hit wicket, stumpings and run outs

• Call and signal no balls

• Detect talking or unsettling fielder movements around the batter

• Keep a lookout to see if batters cross on a catch

• Assist with decisions about catches



Pre Match Preparation

G E N E R A L LY T H E  B AT T I N G  T E A M  W I L L  S U P P LY  A  S Q UA R E  

L E G  U M P I R E .  T H E  P E RS O N  S Q UA R E  L E G  U M P I R I N G  C A N  

C H A N G E  D U R I N G  T H E  I N N I N G S .

• Introduce yourself to the main umpire

• Ideally have a ball counter to take with you

• 2 minutes before the start of play walk out on the field so you are 

ready to start on time

• If you are changing umpires in the middle of the innings ensure a 

quick changeover at the end of an over. You should be ready to 

umpire when the players are ready to begin the next over.



Where to stand

S TA N D  O N  T H E  L E G  S I D E  O F  T H E  F I E L D  AT  T H E  P O S I T I O N  

O F  S Q UA R E  L E G  ( A D J U S T  F O R  L E F T  H A N D E RS )  I N  L I N E  

W I T H  T H E  P O P P I N G  ( B AT T I N G )  C R E A S E .  S TA N D  A B O U T  2 0 -

3 0 M  AWAY  F R O M  T H E  S T U M P S  AT  T H E  S T R I K E RS  E N D.

NOTE: If the sun is in your eyeline you can move to the same position 

except to the off side to point.

• You must wear clothing that clearly distinguishes you from the players. 

• Fully covered in footwear must be worn when umpiring.

• You are NOT permitted to be on your mobile phone whilst umpiring.



Ball Count

YO U  N E E D  TO  K E E P  C O U N T  O F  

T H E  B A L L S  B O W L E D  I N  E A C H  

O V E R

You signal the main umpire when there are 

two balls remaining in the over, usually with 

two fingers spread apart on your leg



The batter or runner fail 

to ground their bat or 

body in the crease  when 

turning for a further run

Short Run

The short run is signalled to 

the scorers and one run is not 

counted.



H I T  W I C K E T

The batter knocks the bails off their 

stumps after the bowler has entered 

their delivery stride

R U N  O U T

The runner is short of their crease when 

the stumps are broken by the fielding 

team

S T U M P E D

The keeper knocks off the bails before 

and the batter is out of their crease

Modes of 

Dismissal
involving square leg umpire



Hit Wicket

I F  T H E  B AT T E R  H I T S  T H E  W I C K E T S  A N D  

D I S LO D G E S  T H E  B A I L S  W I T H  T H E I R  B AT  O R  

B O DY  A F T E R  T H E  B O W L E R  H A S  E N T E R E D  

I N TO  T H E I R  D E L I V E RY  S T R I D E  T H E Y  A R E  

D E E M E D  O U T  ' H I T  W I C K E T ' .

At square leg, you focus on the popping (batting) crease 

and your peripheral vision will take in what is happening 

at the stumps.



Run Outs

W h e n  j u d g i n g  a  r u n  o u t  w a t c h  t h e  b a c k  e n d  o f  t h e  

p o p p i n g  ( b a t t i n g )  c r e a s e  a n d  a l l o w  t h e  b a t t e rs  b a t  t o  

c o m e  i n t o  y o u r  fo c u s .  y o u r  p e r i p h e ra l  v i s i o n  w i l l  p i c k  u p  

t h e  b a i l s  b e i n g  d i s l o d g e d

It is vital that you, as square leg umpire, are watching for the batter to 

ground their bat at your end.

I F  T H E  B AT T E R  O R  R U N N E R  I S  S H O R T  O F  

T H E I R  C R E A S E  W H E N  T H E  F I E L D I N G  T E A M  

K N O C K S  T H E  B A I L S  O F F  T H E  S T U M P S .



Run Outs - Who is out

W h o e v e r  i s  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  

w i c ke t s  b e i n g  b ro ke n  i s  o u t  

I N  A L L  C I R C U M S TA N C E S ,  

u n l e s s  t h e  b a t t e r  h a s  n o t  

l e f t  t h e i r  c r e a s e



Stumped

I F  T H E  K E E P E R  D I S LO D G E S  T H E  B A I L S  

W I T H  T H E  B A L L ,  O R  T H E  B A L L  I N  T H E I R  

G LO V E S ,  A N D  T H E  B AT T E R  D O E S  N OT  

H AV E  T H E I R  B AT  O R  T H E I R  B O DY  I N S I D E  

T H E  P O P P I N G  ( B AT T I N G )  C R E A S E .

At square leg, you focus on the popping (batting) crease 

and your peripheral vision will take in what is happening 

at the stumps.



No Balls

O N  A  N O  B A L L  T H E  

B AT T E R  C A N N OT  B E  

O U T  U N L E S S  R U N  

O U T



Full Toss No Balls

B A L L  I S  B O W L E D  O N  T H E  

F U L L  A B O V E  T H E  WA I S T  

O F  T H E  B AT T E R  I N  

R E G U L A R  S TA N D I N G  

P O S I T I O N

The no ball is signalled by the square leg 

umpire and then confirmed to the 

scorers by the main umpire.

Additional runs can be scored off the 

bat or as byes.



Bouncer No Balls

B A L L  I S  B O W L E D  A N D  

B O U N C E S  A B O V E  T H E  

S H O U L D E R  O F  T H E  

B AT T E R  I N  R E G U L A R  

S TA N D I N G  P O S I T I O N

The no ball is signalled by the square leg 

umpire and then confirmed to the 

scorers by the main umpire.

Additional runs can be scored off the 

bat or as byes.



No Balls - Fielders

C H E C K  T H E R E  A R E  N O  

M O R E  T H A N  T W O  

F I E L D E RS  B E H I N D  T H E  

P O P P I N G  ( B AT T I N G )  

C R E A S E  O N  T H E  O N  S I D E

Notify the main umpire if you notice this 

occurring.

This is usually forgetfulness, rather than 

a tactic by the fielding team

No more than 2 fielders in the 

yellow area (Right hand bat)



As square leg umpire, 

at times, you may be 

in a better position to 

see the state of play

Assisting 

the main 

umpire

• Whether the batters crossed when a 

catch is taken

• If the ball carried to a fielder for a 

catch

• If a catch was taken within the 

boundary

• If the ball reached the boundary



Square leg umpiring needs 

to be taken seriously and 

concentration is vital.

IF IN DOUBT ASK QUESTIONS

Yo u  c a n  a s k  y o u r  c l u b  fo r  

t ra i n i n g / p ra c t i c e  w i t h  a n  

ex p e r i e n c e d  s q u a re  l e g  u m p i re


